Band Director Meeting

September 14, 2008


Welcome-Nathan Street

· Louise came to remind about On Stage!

All County Orchestra 

· Andy Oldham commented on how well it went.

All County Jazz Band

1. December 1-2, 2008

· Stephan will contact directors on what instruments/percussion to bring.  

· Piano is need- electric or acoustic depending on the clinician’s preference

· Drum set is not need; Stephan has one for the students to use.

· Stephan asks that we try to find some hospitality for band directors 

· Monday will go from 4:30pm to 9pm and Tuesday will begin at 9am and will go to 2:30pm

· Hal Bryant is going to call about a recording

2. Proposal

· Should we make this a true All County or audition only?

· We could have two jazz bands. One would be the higher one that students made it based on audition.  The second could be anyone who wanted to join.  

· Some directors have a hard time getting students to audition. If students knew that there were two bands they would be more willing to try out.  Also, fewer scales may be an encouragement to audition.  

· The second band would be run by the directors

· One band would be on stage and the other in the band room

· Charles Butler suggested that the second band could be a jam band

· Stephan suggested that the proposal should be tabled because of the lack of high school directors at the meeting.  

· Charles Butler proposed to collect music from the past 5 years All-County to place in the central office.  

All-County Band Auditions 

· Nathan has ordered triplicate audition forms for middle school and high school.  

· One copy will go to the judges, one to the scoring room, and one to Nathan to place on file

· February 3rd at Hairston Middle.  

· Jeremy Ray has the scoring program

· Stephan is in charge of sight reading and will help Robin with anything she needs for the audition

· Stephan suggests the snare room be isolated from other instrument rooms, for example timpani tuning is hard to do with the snare room beside it.   

· Kristin is wondering who has certain responsibilities.  

Project: Success

· This is the vertical alignment of curriculum.  

· Guilford County is not a closed system for recruitment

· Instrument dealers- Nathan will give you a form on three companies closest to your area.  He will put all their information.  Only directors can pass out, not dealers.  

· Nathan encourages directors to spread their use of different dealers.  

· Directors should start coordinating with principals and dealers.

· We cannot discourage students from using companies or dealers; you must give your students options.

· We can also teacher swap with feeder schools.

NC Joint Select Committee on Arts Education

· This committee voted unanimously to add an arts credit to the graduation requirements 

· Nathan urges you to contact your representative to thank them and to ask them to:

· Vote for a required arts credit for graduation

· Fund it

· And lobby general assembly to pass the basic education plan that states that all students are to take classes in the arts.  

GCS Bands Website

· Utilize this as much as possible

· Concerts 

· So we can send it out to the community

GCAEA- Guilford County Arts Education Association 

· Executive committee-No teachers/parents: this is an activist lobby group and push for things we would like to happen.

· Parent Board

· Teacher Committee

· Jennifer Hance and Pierce Edgerton 

Assessment

· Shift in the way we assess.  A,B,C,D,E, and F doesn’t mean as much as a standard list that students will be checked off

· They want something that is more objective.  

· Assessment falls under curriculum now

· Bring in to the January 11th meeting an Assessment tool that you use in class; grading policy 

All-District Band- Trent Walton

1. January 10 @ Orange HS
· $8 due by Dec. 10th after that it jumps to $20.

· Matt Edwards created a procedure handbook that has audition sheets, procedures, and director edibility. This can be printed off the NC  Bandmasters website: www.ncbandmasters.org 

· One scale out of order will receive a 0.  

· Middle School directors will receive their students score sheets at the clinic with notes from the judges

Professional Development Day

1. February 20, 2009

· Music and Arts is facilitating an instrument repair clinic at their store in Burlington. Most directors responded that they would be willing to 

· Fourth in line workday that would be lost for a snow day.  Make up day is in June.  

· The shop is on Church Street not at Alamance Crossing

· Andy Oldham wondered about using GCS vans instead of getting activity buses for trips but you still have to have your CDL.

· Piano tuning- two a year will be paid for by the county.  

Open Floor

All-County Jazz Band Clinic: December 1-2,2008 @ Grimsley HS (Concert on 2nd @ 7pm)

Next meeting is January 12, 2009 @ Smith @ 4:30pm
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